The Mother of Us All, opera in two acts, with words py Gertrude 
Stein, music by Virgil Thomson, scenario by Maurice Grosser 
(directed by Nancy Rhodes, music director William Boswell, 

Esther Zytnick as Susan B. Anthony, Eileen Swedish as Gertrude S., 
John Festa as Virgil T., Kathleen Roche-Zujko as Indiana Elliot, 
Dierdre L. Tincker as Angel More, Stephanie Tisheff as Constance 
Fletcher, Teresa Elwert as Anne, William Cason as Daniel Webster, 
John Shackelford as Jo the Loiterer, Dennis Banks as Chris the 
Citizen, Roger Spear as John Adams, Bernard Thacker as Thaddeus 
Stevens, Bebe Landis as Tsabel Wentworth, Lynn Kearney as Jenny 
Reefer, William Bremer as Ulysses S. Grant, Craig Sturgis as 
Andrew Johnson; Encompass Theatre, 152 West 66th Street) 


Triangles facing South in the Church of the Good Shepherd waiting 
for the mother of us all I. Prologue Gertrude S. "said Susan Be 
Virgil T. "said Anne" word carriers narrators Gertrude S. and 
Virgil T, narrating the prologue between Susan B. Anthony and 

Anne her friend point de repère Gertrude Stein artist qua artist 
in relationship to Gertrude g.-character Gertrude Stein artist qua 
spectator in relationship to Gertrude s.-character that is to say 
the external reference point point de repère Gertrude S.-character 


qui ouvre la porte Gertrude S.-character qui s'observe ouvrir la 


porte that is to say the internal reference point II. A Political 
Rally Gertrude S. on stage observing Susan B. Anthony and Daniel 
Webster Gertrude S. "My father's name was Daniel. He had a black 
beard" quotations from Daniel Webster quotations from Susan B. 
Anthony here in a new context insistence Susan B. "stand/I take/ 
you to/throw taking/my" (I understand you undertake to overthrow 
my undertaking) Venez souper A Sans Souci Susan B. "Be a martyr 
and live be a coward and die" a political sign "Daniel Webster 
supports the Republic" triangles and words insisting III. A 
Village Green political quarreling and pickering on the village 
green simultaneous presentation of two points of view ait she 
had not been an Adams he would have knelt at her feet and kissed 
one of her hands" daring Jenny Reefer IV. Susan B's Dream Susan B. 
"I do not know if I am asleep or awake" simultaneous states Joe 
the Loiterer "Susan B. what is the difference between rich and 
poor" V. A Village Green the wedding of one of Susan B.'s follow- 
ers Indiana Elliot "How Great Thou Art" Jenny Reefer "There is 

no yet in paradise" Jenny Reefer "I will not marry because if I 
did marry I would be married" Joe the Loiterer "Everybody can tell 


how silent I am just by listening to me" Angel More a visible angel 





